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Organic farming uses manures and
compost to fertilize the soil and
promote growth.

Conventional farming uses
chemical fertilizers to promote
growth of crops and sprays
pesticides to get rid of pests.

Organic meat, poultry, eggs, and
dairy products come from animals
that are given no antibiotics or
growth hormones.

Conventional farming raises their
animals with antibiotics, growth
hormones, and medications to
increase growth/prevent disease.

Crop rotation, hand weeding or
natural pesticides

Conventional uses chemical
herbicides on weeds around the
crops to kill them.




Terminology

Pesticides and herbicides are
words used a lot when talking
about organic vs.
conventional, know what they
are and the difference
between them!!
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Pesticide = a substance used for destroying insects or other organisms harmful
to cultivated plants or to animals

Herbicide = a substance that is toxic to plants, used to destroy unwanted
vegetation

Insecticide = a substance used for killing insects

Organic foods are also grown using pesticides.

Pesticides used to grow organic food are derived from natural sources rather than
produced synthetically

Some organic pesticides are actually more toxic than their synthetic counterparts
Pesticide safety and effectiveness have improved so much that they are
sometimes better for the environment (and less expensive) than chemicals used
by organic farmers



BIG AGRICULTURE VS. SMALL FARM DEBATE

Small/local farms have been presented as safer and healthier and that big
agriculture and factory farms are bad and unsafe for you.

PROBLEM:

Small farms can not supply for our whole nation.

WHY NOT?
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370 million people in North

America

<2% are farmers
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Small farms do not have the
technology that large farms do.

Technology:

- Greater crop productivity

-less chemicals runoff in clean
water sources

- worker safety

- decreased use of pesticides and
fertilizers



